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that in the acts of omission (a'mal al-turuk) mere intention
is sufficient, but that in acts of commission (afmal al-jar
warih} mere intention is not sufficient for the act to be con-
sidered complete but that the intention must be coupled
with an act. For example, a person who is resident (mu-
qvm) may not be legally considered as a traveler (musafir)
if he merely intends to undertake a journey, while a person
who is already traveling becomes a resident by merely in-
tending so. There has been a difference of opinion among
the Hanifite doctors as to whether the act needed to com-
plete the intention of trade may be any act or whether it
must be exclusively an act of trade, an act of trade being
exchange of wealth against wealth for profit. For instance,
if a person acquires some property through gift intending
it for trade, according to Abu Yusuf the property becomes
an article of trade, because the intention has been coupled
with an act, namely, the acceptance of the gift. According
to Muhammad Ibn al-Hasan, however, the property does
not become an article of trade because the intention has
not been coupled with an act of trade. The ground for
the first view is that, properly speaking, intentions should
be effective by themselves, even though unaccompanied by
an act, because the Prophet said: " The intention of the
believer is better than his act". However, as intentions,
being mental, are concealed, they cannot become in the nature
of things effective unless borne out by an act. The ground
for the other view is that an intention of trade, for example,
does not become evident unless the act which is to bring out
the intention is also one of trade. The net result of these
differences is summarized in the 'Inayah1 as follows:

(i) What is inherited, even though intended for trade,
does not by unanimous opinion become an article of trade,

1 P. 125.